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Department of Spanish & Portuguese

May, 2008


RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY ASC


CONCERNING PROPOSAL OF FEBRUARY, 2008 TO REVISE 


UNDERGRADUATE MAJOR IN SPANISH

The Department of Spanish & Portuguese has prepared this document in response to questions raised by Associate Dean Ed Adelson concerning the Department’s proposal to revise the undergraduate major in Spanish.  The present document can be considered an addendum to the proposal submitted in February, 2008.  It has three parts: 

A.  Increase of hours from 50 to 55.

B.  Four-Year plans for each of the proposed tracks.

C.  The Honors Major.

We hope this document responds to the concerns raised earlier.

A.  INCREASE OF HOURS FROM 50 to 55

ASC has asked the Department of Spanish & Portuguese to explain its decision to increase the number of hours required in the Spanish major from 50 to 55.  Following is our understanding.  

a.  Other Universities.
We were asked to consider Spanish majors at comparable universities.  To the best of our knowledge, the fourteen programs listed below are on the semester system, which means that courses are worth 3 credit hours.  The following patterns prevail:

University of Florida

33 hours
11 courses

Univ. of New Mexico

30 hours
10 courses

Univ. of Iowa


36 hours
12 courses

Arizona State


33 hours
11 courses

Indiana Univ.


Not spec.
11 courses

Univ. of Georgia

36 hours
12 courses

Univ. of Virginia

30 hours
10 courses

Penn State Univ.

36-39 hrs
12-13 courses

Univ. of Wisconsin

27 hours
9 courses

Univ. of Minnesota

34-35
hrs.
11 courses

Univ. of Illinois U-C

32-53 hrs
11 minimum, usually more


Univ. of Kansas

27 hours
9 courses

Univ. of Michigan

30 hours
10 courses

Univ. of Texas


27-30

9-10 courses

Of the fourteen programs listed, three require 12 or more courses (Iowa, Georgia, Penn State), five require 11 courses (Florida, Arizona State, Indiana, Minnesota, Illinois [this last usually requires more]) four require 10 courses (New Mexico, Virginia, Michigan, Texas), and two require 9 courses (Wisconsin and Kansas).     

The proposed 55 quarter hours for the Ohio State major in Spanish equate to 12 courses.  Therefore, we are somewhat on the high side within the above programs, but we are by no means alone or totally out of line.   

b.  Grammar and Composition Courses
We also note that most programs offer grammar and composition in the same course, whereas we maintain separate courses for these topics, largely because it would be impossible to cover so much material in a quarter.  Therefore, it takes us two courses to cover material that semester universities normally cover in one, and this adds at least one course to our total.

c.  Class Meeting Hours 
Then too, it is useful to look at the total class meeting hours in the different systems.  A semester course meets three times a week over fifteen weeks for a total of 45 hours.  Over 11 courses in a major, this would accumulate a total of 495 class hours.   

In contrast, our quarter courses meet for four hours a week over ten weeks for a total of 40 hours per course, thereby accumulating 480 hours over the 12 classes of the proposed major.  That is, even with the increase of one class, our majors will meet for 15 hours less than semester students who take one less class.  

Nor would the problem be solved by requiring that our majors meet 5 hours per week rather than 4.  We used to do this many years ago and students could not keep up with the intensity of pace required from five class hours in advanced literature and culture courses.  We found that students perform better if they have a little extra time outside of class to keep up with readings.                   

d.  Overlapping, Spanish in English, Double Majors and Study Abroad
Within the past year, we in Spanish have begun to permit that one major course be allowed to count for overlapping credit with the GEC (in addition to the third writing course, Spanish 603).  This, then, may effectively neutralize the additional course in the proposed major for a large number of students.

For the last couple of years, we have been permitting Spanish majors to count one advanced course on the Hispanic world in English.  This too might be seen as mitigating the demand for an additional course by permitting students to take it in their native language.  

Almost half of our Spanish majors double major in other programs and many of these can count significant Spanish credits in the other program.  International Studies, for example, permits 15 hours of Spanish major credits to count in the I.S. major curriculum (at present 53 students are double majoring in I.S. and Spanish).  Here again, the five-hour increase in the proposed Spanish major may often be less demanding than appears at first glance.    

Finally, at least 50% of incoming Freshmen who are interested in Spanish enroll in 103.66, and many others enter at 104 or beyond.  This means that significant numbers of Spanish students are taking major level courses by the beginning of their sophomore years (see four-year plans following).  They will therefore have little difficulty fulfilling the 55 credits of the major, especially because 80% of our majors accumulate hours rapidly through study abroad.  For example, students taking the Granada program in Spain normally take 25 hours during an autumn semester-length program during the junior year.  They not only return with greatly improved language proficiency, but also many more credits than could have been taken in that same autumn quarter in Columbus.  Moreover, after returning from study abroad, many students continue to take Spanish upper level courses even though they have completed requirements for the major.  Their goal is to maintain their Spanish proficiency and fulfill GEC requirements.  Finally, very few students enrolled in Spanish H783 count these hours toward the Spanish major.        

e.  High Quality Program
The Department of Spanish & Portuguese is attempting to put into place no less than the highest quality undergraduate program in the country.  We have already instituted a very demanding pre-major curriculum that teaches reading and analytical skills prior to the major (in Spanish 250).  We were the first program in the country that requires an entrance examination, the SLRPE (Spanish Language Reading Proficiency Examination), before students are permitted to take major-level courses.  Several of our doctoral graduates are following our lead by installing similar entrance examinations at other universities.     

Now we ask for one additional course in the major.  Far from seeking merely an increase in the quantity of courses, we believe that the proposed requirement of 55 hours is essentially oriented to program quality because our goal is to develop language proficiency, cultural literacy, and critical thinking.

B.  FOUR-YEAR PLAN


ASC requested four-year plans for each of the tracks in the proposed Spanish major.  They follow herewith.  It might be noted that in these plans, we show 15 hours for study abroad.  This may be too conservative since many majors return with 25 hours.   
a.  SPANISH PENINSULAR FOUR-YEAR PLAN

One benefit of the Spanish major is its flexibility and responsiveness to the interests of the individual student.  This sample program represents our track in Peninsular Literatures and Cultures.  It takes advantage of the student(s interest in literature, society, and film.  The program presented here assumes placement into Spanish 103.66 at the start of the freshman year; you may place at a lower or a higher level.  The departmental academic advisor will facilitate proper placement and work with you to select the courses that best fit your needs and interests.

Course







Credit hours

Freshman Year
Spanish 103.66
Intermediate Spanish I






5

Spanish 104

Intermediate Spanish II





5

Spanish 250

Reading Strategies






4

Portuguese 330  
Introduction to Brazilian Culture 




5

Other General Education Courses







25

Survey











1

Total hours










45

___________________________________________________________________________
Sophomore Year
Spanish 401                Advanced Grammar





4

Spanish 403                Intermediate Spanish Composition




4

Spanish 450                Introduction to Literature & Culture in Spanish


4

Spanish 404

Spanish Pronunciation






3

Spanish 367

Latinos, Language and Literacy




5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45

[image: image1.wmf]__________________________________________________________________________
Junior Year

Spanish 552
Modern Spanish Literature






5

Spanish 581
Spanish Film








5

Spanish 603
Advanced Spanish Composition





5

Comp St 201 
Literature & Society

 





5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


____________________________________________________________________
Senior Year
Spanish 697
Study at a Foreign Institution 






15

Spanish 561
Introduction to the Culture of Spain





5

Spanish 650
Senior Seminar in Peninsular Literatures & Cultures



5

Italian 221
Introduction to Film







5

Other General Education Courses and electives





20

Total hours










50

b.  LATIN AMERICAN FOUR-YEAR PLAN
One benefit of the Spanish major is its flexibility and responsiveness to the interests of the individual student.  This sample program represents our track in Latin American Literatures and Cultures.  It takes advantage of the student(s interest in sociology and Hispanic culture.  The program presented here assumes placement into Spanish 103.66 at the start of the freshman year; you may place at a lower or a higher level.  The departmental academic advisor will facilitate proper placement and work with you to select the courses that best fit your needs and interests.
Course







Credit hours

Freshman Year
Spanish 103.66   Intermediate Spanish I





5

Spanish 104
   Intermediate Spanish II






5

Spanish 250
  Reading Strategies







4

Portuguese 330   Introduction to Brazilian Culture 





5

Other General Education Courses







25

Survey











1

Total hours










45


____________________________________________________________________
Sophomore Year
Spanish 401
Advanced Grammar







4

Spanish 403
Intermediate Spanish Composition





4

Spanish 450
Introduction to Literature & Culture in Spanish



4

Spanish 404
Spanish Pronunciation







3

Sociology 209
Introduction to Criminal Justice





5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


____________________________________________________________________
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Spanish 555
Indigenous & Colonial Literature of Spanish America


5

Spanish 560
Spanish American Culture






5

Spanish 603
Advanced Spanish Composition





5

Sociology 488
Introduction to Sociological Theory 





5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


____________________________________________________________
Senior Year
Spanish 697
Study at a Foreign Institution 






15


Spanish 557
Survey of Latino/a Literature in the U.S.




5

Spanish 660
Senior Seminar in Latin American Literatures & Cultures


5

Spanish 380
Latin American Film







5

Other General Education Courses and electives





20

Total hours










50

c.  HISPANIC LINGUISTICS
One benefit of the Spanish major is its flexibility and responsiveness to the interests of the individual student.  This sample program represents our track in Hispanic Linguistics.  It also takes advantage of the student(s interest in culture and literacy.  The program presented here assumes placement into Spanish 103.66 at the start of the freshman year; you may place at a lower or a higher level.  The departmental academic advisor will facilitate proper placement and work with you to select the courses that best fit your needs and interests.
Course







Credit hours

Freshman Year
Spanish 103.66
Intermediate Spanish I





5

Spanish 104

Intermediate Spanish II





5

Spanish 250

Reading Strategies






4

Portuguese 330  
Introduction to Brazilian Culture 




5

Other General Education Courses







25

Survey











1

Total hours










45


___________________________________________________________________
Sophomore Year
Spanish 401
Advanced Grammar







4

Spanish 403
Intermediate Spanish Composition





4

Spanish 450
Introduction to Literature & Culture in Spanish



4

Spanish 404
Spanish Pronunciation







3

Spanish 367
Hispanics, Language and Literacy





5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


____________________________________________________________________
[image: image3.wmf]Junior Year

Spanish 430

Introduction to Spanish Linguistics




5

Spanish 537

Spanish Psycholinguistics





5

Spanish 610

Contrastive Structures of Spanish and English


5

Linguistics 372
Language and Social Identity in the U.S



5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


___________________________________________________________________
Senior Year
Spanish 697

Study at a Foreign Institution 





15

Spanish 603

Advanced Composition





5

Spanish 630

Senior Seminar in Spanish Linguistics




5

Comp Std 201

Literature and Society
  





5

Other General Education Courses and electives





20

Total hours










50

d.  HISPANIC STUDIES FOUR-YEAR PLAN

One benefit of the Spanish major is its flexib


One benefit of the Spanish major is its flexibility and responsiveness to the interests of the individual student.  This sample program represents our track in Hispanic Studies.  It takes advantage of the student(s interest in Political Science and global issues.  The program presented here assumes placement into Spanish 103.66 at the start of the freshman year; you may place at a lower or a higher level.  The departmental academic advisor will facilitate proper placement and work with you to select the courses that best fit your needs and interests.
Course







Credit hours

Freshman Year
Spanish 103.66
Intermediate Spanish I





5

Spanish 104

Intermediate Spanish II





5

Spanish 250

Reading Strategies






4

Poli Sci 145

The Politics of Global Problems




5

Other General Education Courses







25

Survey











1

Total hours










45


___________________________________________________________________
Sophomore Year
Spanish 401
Advanced Grammar







4

Spanish 403
Intermediate Spanish Composition





4

Spanish 450
Introduction to Literature & Culture in Spanish



4

Spanish 404
Spanish Pronunciation







3

Int Stds 356
Introduction to Globalization






5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45

__________________________________________________________________________


Junior Year

Spanish 430
Introduction to Spanish Linguistics





5

Spanish 640
Globalization and Latin America





5

Spanish 601
Modern Spanish Syntax






5

Comp Std 242  Introduction to Latino/a Studies
 




5

Other General Education Courses and electives





25

Total hours










45


___________________________________________________________________
Senior Year
Spanish 697
Study at a Foreign Institution 






15

Spanish 557
Survey of Latino/a Literature in the U.S.




5

Spanish 660
Senior Seminar in Latin American Literatures & Cultures


5

Hist Art
 260
Introduction to World Cinema




5

Other General Education Courses and electives





20

Total hours










50

C.  HONORS PROGRAM


As presently constituted, the Honors major in Spanish requires fewer hours, 52, than the proposed regular major.  To rectify that situation, we propose to increase the hours to 55 and to make minor adjustments that will align the program more closely to the regular major without, however, diminishing its higher level demands.  Following is an outline of the present Honors major followed by the proposed one, with a subsequent explanation.  
1.  PRESENT HONORS MAJOR
The Spanish major consists of a minimum of 50 credit hours distributed as indicated below. A minimum grade of C‑ in all courses comprising the major is required. Students must maintain a minimum CPHR of 3.4 throughout the honors program and PHR of 3.60 in Spanish. 

IMPORTANT: All Honors students, regardless of their major, minor, or college of enrollment, are required to follow the Honors program for a major or minor in Spanish.

a.  Graduation with Honors in the Liberal Arts with a major in Spanish
Orientation (12 hours).   These 3 courses are required: 

Course Number 

Course Title

(H) 401 


Advanced Grammar (H‑section recommended)

(H) 403 


Intermediate Spanish Composition (H‑section recommended)

H450 



Introduction to the Study of Literature & Culture (H‑section required)

Core (40 hours)

* 603 Advanced Spanish Composition B 5 hours

* 3 courses at the 500 and 600‑level in primary concentration ‑ 15 hours

* 2 courses at the 500‑ and 600‑level in secondary concentration ‑10 hours

(Two of these 5 courses must carry Honors or Embedded Honors [EH] status)

* 2 Senior Seminars - 10 hours 

Courses in Linguistics Concentration: 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

H530 

Introduction to Linguistics (Required for concentration, 404 Pre‑req) 
5

536 

Language Change in Spanish 






5

(EH) 537 
Hispanic Psycholinguistics * (HE option pending approval) 


5

538 

Language Variation in Spanish 





5

601 

Spanish Syntax 







5

(EH) 604 
Spanish Phonetics * 







5

610 

Contrastive Structures of English and Spanish 



5

Courses in Latin American Concentration:

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

(EH) 555 
Indigenous and Colonial Literature of Spanish America 


5

556 

Modern Spanish American Literature 




5

557 

Latino Literature 







5

(H) 560 
Spanish American Culture 






5

H565 

Latin American Indigenous Literatures & Cultures 



5

580 

Latin American Film 







5

H590 

Interdisciplinary Protocols (taught in English**) 



5

640 

Globalization & Latin America (taught in English**) 


5

Courses in Spanish Peninsular Concentration: 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

(EH) 551 
Classical Spanish Literature * 





5

(H) 552 
Modern Spanish Literature 






5

(H) 561 
The Culture of Spain 







5

567 

Mosaic Spain: Catalonia, Basque Country, Galicia and Andalusia 

5

581 

Spanish Film 








5

Senior Seminars: 

Two seminars required, including H680.  All are repeatable to a maximum of 15 hours.  Students may substitute graduate level (700‑Level) courses for 600‑level seminars 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

H680  

Honors Seminar (Required) 






5‑15

650  

Senior Seminar in Spanish or Spanish American Literature 


5‑15

660  

Senior Seminar in Hispanic Culture 





5‑15

630 

Senior Seminar in Hispanic Linguistics 




5‑15

Immersion Requirement:

An approved study‑abroad program or credit for Spanish 689 is required to fulfill this feature of the program. 

Additional Courses:

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

595 

Special Topics in Foreign Study 





1‑15

693 

Individual Studies (max. of 5 hrs. towards major) 



1‑30

H783 

Honors Research 







3‑15

b.  Graduation with Distinction in Spanish
    * All previously stated requirements under “Honors in the Liberal Arts with a major in Spanish.”
    * Honors Thesis (for 8-10 hours of H783 credit) under direction of a faculty member chosen by the student. Student will also choose another faculty member in the department as a committee member. The thesis will also have an outside committee member, who will be chosen by the student in consultation with the thesis director

    * One-hour oral examination covering topic of thesis. All three committee members will participate in the exam

NOTE: Exceptions to the above requirements and distributions will be considered when they do not diminish the quality of the individual major program.

2.  PROPOSED HONORS MAJOR
The Spanish major consists of a minimum of 55 credit hours distributed as indicated below. A minimum grade of C‑ in all courses comprising the major is required. Students must maintain a minimum CPHR of 3.4 throughout the honors program and PHR of 3.60 in Spanish. 

IMPORTANT: All Honors students, regardless of their major, minor, or college of enrollment, are required to follow the Honors program for a major or minor in Spanish.

a.  Graduation with Honors in the Liberal Arts with a major in Spanish
Orientation (15 hours).   These 4 courses are required: 

Course Number 

Course Title





Credit Hours

(H) 401 

Advanced Grammar (H‑section recommended)


4

(H) 403 

Intermediate Spanish Composition (H‑section recommended)
4

404


Spanish Pronunciation






3

H450 


Introduction to the Study of Literature & Culture 


4

(H‑section required)

Core (40 hours).  Choose eight courses distributed as indicated.

* 4 courses at the 500 and 600‑level in primary concentration ‑ 20 hours

* 2 courses at the 500‑ and 600‑level in secondary concentration ‑10 hours

(Two of these 6 courses must carry Honors or Embedded Honors [EH] status)

* 2 Senior Seminars, of which one is H680, Honors Seminar - 10 hours 

Courses in Linguistics Concentration: 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

H530 

Introduction to Linguistics (Required for concentration, 404 Pre‑req) 
5

536 

Language Change in Spanish 






5

(EH) 537 
Hispanic Psycholinguistics * (HE option pending approval)
 

5

538 

Language Variation in Spanish 





5

601 

Spanish Syntax 







5

(EH) 604 
Spanish Phonetics * 







5

610 

Contrastive Structures of English and Spanish 



5

Courses in Latin American Concentration:

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

(EH) 555 
Indigenous and Colonial Literature of Spanish America 


5

556 

Modern Spanish American Literature 




5

557 

Latino Literature 







5

(H) 560 
Spanish American Culture 






5

H565 

Latin American Indigenous Literatures & Cultures 



5

580 

Latin American Film 







5

H590 

Interdisciplinary Protocols (taught in English**) 



5

640 

Globalization & Latin America (taught in English**) 


5

Courses in Spanish Peninsular Concentration: 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

(EH) 551 
Classical Spanish Literature * 





5

(H) 552 
Modern Spanish Literature 






5

(H) 561 
The Culture of Spain 







5

567 

Mosaic Spain: Catalonia, Basque Country, Galicia and Andalusia 

5

581 

Spanish Film 








5

Senior Seminars: 

Two seminars required, including H680.  All are repeatable to a maximum of 15 hours.  Students may substitute graduate level (700‑Level) courses for 600‑level seminars 

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

H680  

Honors Seminar (Required) 






5‑15

650  

Senior Seminar in Spanish Literatures and Cultures 



5‑15

660  

Senior Seminar in Latin American Literatures and Cultures


5‑15

630 

Senior Seminar in Hispanic Linguistics 




5‑15

Spanish Immersion Requirement:

In order to satisfy the Spanish Immersion Requirement, students must fulfill one of the following options:

1)  They must successfully complete an accredited  Spanish study abroad program approved by the major/minor advisor; it must be a minimum of 5-weeks in length with at least 4 credit hours at the intermediate (400) level or above; or

2)  they must have studied an academic year (at least 9 months) in a Spanish-language high-school or university; or

3)  they must document that they spent at least one calendar year abroad in a Spanish-language immersion environment; or

4)  they must successfully complete Spanish 689, Spanish in Ohio; or

5)  they must be a heritage Spanish speaker entering at the 400-level; or

6)  they must be a native Spanish speaker as defined by Ohio State.

Additional Available Courses:

Course Number 
Course Title 






Credit Hours

595 

Special Topics inForeign Study 





1‑15

603 

Advanced Spanish Composition 
 




5

693 

Individual Studies (max. of 5 hrs. towards major) 



1‑30

H783 

Honors Research 







3‑15
b.  Graduation with Distinction in Spanish
    * Students wishing to graduate with distinction must fulfill all but one of the requirements listed above under “Honors in the Liberal Arts with a major in Spanish.” The one exception is that rather than two senior seminars, only the Honors Seminar is required.   

    * Also required is an Honors Thesis (normally 8-10 hours of H783 credit over at least two quarters) under the direction of a faculty member chosen by the student. Students should be consulting with the faculty member no later than their junior year, earlier if possible, since part of the research might be conducted while studying abroad.  

     * The Honors Thesis is defended in a one-hour oral examination with a three-member examination committee: the thesis director, a second committee member from the regular faculty of the department, and a third committee member from the faculty of another department.  Both the second and third committee members are chosen by the student in consultation with the thesis director.

NOTE: Exceptions to the above requirements and distributions will be considered when they do not diminish the quality of the individual major program.

3.  EXPLANATION OF ADJUSTMENTS IN PROPOSED SPANISH HONORS MAJOR
Previously, 50 hours were required to complete the Honors major in Spanish, although in practice, students normally took 52 hours.  The proposed Honors major raises this to 55 hours in parallel with the proposed regular major and for the same reasons.  This is achieved by adding Spanish 404, Spanish Pronunciation, to the “Orientation” section, exactly as in the proposed regular major.  

Additionally, the new core requirements remand Spanish 603, Advanced Composition, to an elective category (as in the proposed regular major) while raising the primary concentration area from 3 to 4 courses (from 15 to 20 hours).  This and the secondary concentration are therefore the same as in the regular major with, however, at least 2H or EH courses required in the Honors version.  Two senior seminars, including H680, Honors Seminar, remain as before except in the revised thesis option outlined below.

  The Spanish Immersion Requirement is changed following the model of the regular major. 

One of the issues with which Spanish has struggled in the past is encouraging more students to undertake the thesis option.  We believe that one impediment to this might be that students choosing an Honors Thesis have to complete all the requirements for Honors in the Liberal Arts before embarking on their project.  That is, there is no recognition of the additional burden and specialized demands a thesis places on the student.  In order to address this, we propose that the new Honors major require only one senior seminar, H680, the Honors seminar.  This lowers the total by 5 hours while recognizing that an Honors Thesis is likely to require 8-10 additional hours, sometimes as many as 15.
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